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SUBJECT: ELECTORAL COLLEGE BILL 
REF: BRASILIA 3802 

1. PRESIDENT MEDICI PRESENTED TO THE ARENA LEADERSHIP, 

JUNE 18, A BILL REGULATING FUNCTIONING OF ELECTORAL 
COLLEGE. THE DRAFT LEGISLATION PROVIDES: 

( A) THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE WILL BE COMPOSED OF THE 
MEMBERS OF CONGRESS (376) AND DELEGATES ( ESTIMATED 125) FROM 
THE STATE LEGISLATURES SITTING THE YEAR BEFORE THE PRESIDENTIAL 
TERM EXPIRES. THE SUPREME ELECTORAL COURT WILL DETERMINE 
THE NUMBER OF DELEGATES FROM EACH STATE LEGISLATURE BASED 
ON THE NUMBER OF REGISTERED VOTERS. THE CONSTITUTION, 
HOWEVER, PROVIDES THAT EACH STATE WILL HAVE AT LEAST 
FOUR DELEGATES. THE DELEGATES, WHO MUST BE MEMBERS OF 
THE STATE LEGISLATURE, WILL BE ELECTED IN NOVEMBER BY 
THE LEGISLATURES FROM SLATES SUBMITTED BY THE POLITICAL 
PARTIES. THE SLATE WINNING THE MAJORITY WILL SUPPLY ALL 
THE DELEGATES. 

( B) THE NATIONAL CONVENTIONS OF THE POLITICAL PARTIES 
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WILL MEET IN SEPTEMBER TO NOMINATE CANDIDATES FOR PRESIDENT 
AND VICE PRESIDENT. THE CANDIDATES HAVE EIGHT DAYS AFTER 
THEIR NOMINATION TO INSCRIBE THEMSELVES IN THE PARTY. THE 
NOMINATIONS MUST BE SUBMITTED TO THE SENATE TEN DAYS AFTER 
THEY ARE CHOSE,. 

( C) THE PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT WILL RUN AS A 
TEAM AND THE VICE PRESIDENT WILL AUTOMATICALLY BE CON- 
SIDERED ELECTED WHEN HIS RUNNING MATE IS ELECTED. THEY 
MUST BE NATIVE- BORN AND OVER 35 YEARS OF AGE. 

( D) THE OFFICERS OF THE SENATE WILL PRESIDE OVER 
THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE WHICH MEETS ON JANUARY 15. QUESTIONS 
OF ORDER WILL BE DECIDED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE RULES OF 
CONGRESS. 

2. COMMENT: THE FACT THAT THE STATE DELEGATES FOR THE 
ELECTORAL COLLEGE WILL BE CHOSEN BY THE CURRENT STATE 
LEGISLATURES ON A WINNER- TAKE- ALL BASIS INSURES THAT THE 
GOVERNMENT WILL HAVE NO TROUBLE CONTROLLING THE ELECTORAL 
COLLEGE. THE MDB WILL BE ABLE TO ELECT DELEGATES ONLY 
FROM GUANABARA, THE ONLY STATE IT CONTROLS. MDB LEADERS 
HAVE BEEN QUITE VOCAL IN OPPOSING THESE PROVISIONS WHICH 

THEY CLAIM ARE AUTOCRATIC AND WILL LEAD TOWARD A ONE- PARY SYSTEM. 

3. THE OTHER ASPECT OF THE LAW WHICH IS GENERATING COMMENT 
IS THE PROVISION THAT CANDIDATES FOR DELEGATE WILL BE 
REGISTERED WITH THE " MESA" OF THE NATIONAL LEGISLATURE AND 
QUESTIONS OF PROCEDURE WILL BE GOVERNED BY THE RULES OF 
CONGRESS, NOT BY THE ELECTORAL COURT. IT IS ARGUED THAT 
TRADITIONALLY CHALLENGES TO DELEGATES UNDER THE RULES OF 
THE LEGISLATURE HAVE BEEN HIGHLY POLITICAL IN NATURE 

WHILE THE ELECTORAL TRIBUNAL PRESUMABLY, COULD BE EXPECTED TO 
RESOLVE THESE ON TECHNICAL GROUNDS. 
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